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Japan has pledged to achieve carbon neutrality, which obliges the country to reduce
emissions of greenhouse gases to net zero, by 2050. Sumiko Takeuchi, an expert on energy
and environmental issues, welcomes the move but points out that energy reforms will bring
drastic changes to society that will include pain and burdens.

What will it take to realize a decarbonized society? Actually, the most of what are called
greenhouse gases is the carbon dioxide discharged into the atmosphere when fossil fuels are
burned. Therefore, “The climate change problem is not an environmental problem — it’s an
energy issue, and it’s an economic problem,” Takeuchi said. About one-fourth of the amount
of energy consumed in Japan takes the form of electricity, but the remainder is obtained
directly from the burning of fossil fuels such as gasoline and heavy oil. As electricity can be
generated without discharging carbon dioxide if it is made from nuclear or renewable energy
sources such as sunlight and wind, the promotion of electrification is widely believed to be
the path to decarbonization.

However, the problems the world now faces are wide-ranging. Some people argue that
climate change measures should have utmost priority, but Takeuchi does not agree with this
view. That is because it can fail to take national and regional characteristics into
consideration, leading discussions to deviate from reality. Such a way of thinking
demonstrates a lack of tolerance for giving breathing room to countries that have more
difficult conditions, such as developing countries that are experiencing difficulty in
satisfying their demand for energy. “I think it’s important to discuss the climate change issue
as one of the SDGs and seek solutions while trying to strike the right balance” among the
17 goals, Takeuchi said. “If a policy or initiative deviates from reality, you can’t call it
sustainable.”

H# “Climate policy and SDGs inseparable: expert Takeuchi” Sustainable Japan by The
Japan Times, May 31, 2021. (—¥ e - Z8%)
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